
Order of Worship 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 2, 2023, 11 am

LITURGY OF THE PALMS
The congregation is gathered outdoors

Minister: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Minister: Let us pray. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we 

may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given 
us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

READING
Matthew 21:1–11 Pew Bible, page 19 (NT)

BLESSING AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PALMS

Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Minister: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 

us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 
garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.

People: Amen.
Minister: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Hosanna in the Highest. 
Choir: Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. O King 

of Israel, Hosanna in the Highest! (sung in Latin)
Minister: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Minister: Open in the name of the Lord!



HYMN IN PROCESSION
No. 148, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” St. Theodulph
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CONFESSION
In unison
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from us by our sin, and 
whose mercy we forget: cleanse us from all offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires; 
that humbly we may draw near to thee, confessing our faults, confiding in thy grace, and finding in thee 
our refuge and our strength, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



HYMN
No. 147, “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” The King’s Majesty
The congregation stands and sings

THE PEACE & GREETING
All are invited to join in the singing of Hymn No. 27, stanza 1

OFFERTORY
Your offering supports the work of the Memorial Church, especially our ministries to students and to our neighbors 
in need through the Grants Committee. Ushers will begin collection from the front of the church. Checks can be 
written to the Memorial Church. You may also donate online at https://memorialchurch.harvard.edu/donate  
Psalm 24    Domini est terra Chant by Joseph Barnby (1838–1896)
Sung by the choir

DOXOLOGY
The congregation stands and sings.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all people here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 50:4–9a Pew Bible, page 640 (OT)

ANTHEM
Ride On, King Jesus (1998) African American Spiritual, arr. Howard Helvey (b. 1968) 

SECOND LESSON
Philippians 2:5–11 Pew Bible, page 174 (NT)

ANTHEM
Solus ad victimam (1968) Kenneth Leighton (1929–1988)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
In unison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



PRAYER RESPONSE
The congregation remains seated
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SERMON The Rev. Matthew Ichihashi Potts

HYMN
No. 221, “What Wondrous Love Is This, O My Soul” Wondrous Love
The congregation stands and sings

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
“Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel...” from St. John’s Suite (2007) Dan Locklair (b. 1949) 

TODAY’S SERVICE
Additional information about today’s service and music notes are available from our website at 
memorialchurch.harvard.edu/service-and-music-notes or by scanning the following QR code.

STAY CONNECTED TO THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 
E-mail: Join our e-mail list and stay up-to-date with all the happenings in the Memorial Church. To 
sign up, visit our website at memorialchurch.harvard.edu
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/harvardmemorialchurch
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/memchurch and Instagram: instagram.com/memchurch
Watch us on YouTube: youtube.com/memchurchharvard


