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Thieves:

A Chamber Opera in One Act
Op. 544 (2004)

Libretto by Mark Schweizer (b. 1956), Music by Carson Cooman ‘04 (b. 1982)

Jesus  Andy Troska
Woman  Emma Woo
Man  Micah Walter

Flute Sean Rodan
Cello  Daniel Giebisch
Piano  Thomas Sheehan

Chorus Jesus, in thy dying woes,
Even while thy lifeblood flows,
Craving pardon for thy foes;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Savior, for our pardon sue,
When our sins thy pangs renew,
For we know not what we do;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

O may we, who mercy need,

Be like thee in heart and deed,
When with wrong our sprits bleed;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Jesus Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.

Man They know what they do! They know what they do!
I curse their names and I curse God, too.
How fast our hands and feet are nailed,;
Our throats with parching thirst are dried;
With eyes, now failing, cold and dim,
How cruelly we are crucified.

I look back on such a life as mine and I grow weary;
Held aloft to contempt and scorn.
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Yet what I have done, I have done. I die alone.

There are no defenses to proffer.

I made my money and, in my world, money is the measure of success—
Success and power.

A broken heart, a fount of tears,

Ask, and they will not be denied,

And, with him, may we love and weep,
Since we, like him, are crucified.

My life is a life of sacrifice.

I leave this world with tasks undone.
The whims of God seem quite unfair,
Yet this is how the race is run.

Jesus, loving to the end

Her, whose heart thy sorrows rend,
And thy dearest human friend;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

May we all thy loved ones be,
All one holy family,

Loving for the love of thee;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Woman, behold your son.

My children are my life.

If I strayed it was for my children,

My family, not for myself.

If they do not love me for it, am I to blame?

I grieve that my designs have been
Ungratefully received

By selfish children, family, friends,
In whom I once believed.

Though no Father seems to hear,
Though no light our sprits cheers,
Tell our faith that God is near;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

We are forsaken!

Crucified by life and love and all humanity.

In the end, all hope has vanished.

It is not right that I should end my life this way.
If you are the Christ, save us.

Save us and save yourself!

I pray you, do not take the name
Of this righteous man in vain.
We are done for, let him be.

We deserve our fates, not he.

Thirst for us in mercy still,
All thy holy work fulfill,
Satisfy thy loving will;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

May we thirst thy love to know,
Lead us from our sin and woe,
Where the healing waters flow;
Hear us, holy Jesus.
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I thirst!

I have thirsted for riches and for fame;

I found them both in endless measure.

The very value of my name

Has brought to me repute and treasure.

Yet what are all my prizes now?

They’ll come to ashes, then to dust.

All that I have, and am, is here,

Where thieves are plenty, and treasures rust.

Jesus, all our ransom paid,

All thy Father’s will obeyed,
By thy sufferings, perfect made;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Save us in our soul’s distress,
Be our help to cheer and bless,
While we grow in holiness;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.

I pray thee, Father, grant them faith,
Forgive those who mistreated me,
And grant that I might show a trace
Of humbleness I see in thee.

I have done whatever I could

And I have never asked for grace.

Yet in it all I've understood

That through my works I'd see your face.

Hear me, Lord, and remember me
when you come into your kingdom.

Truly, I say to you, today one of you will be with me in paradise.
One of us? Which one? Who will be with you in paradise?

ItisI!

I have obeyed the laws and kept the commandments after my way.

I have attended the church and gave offerings and tithes of all T possess.
I thank my God that I am not like you, a miserable thief.

I thank my God that I will not die without friends and family.

Yes, it is I that shall be with him in paradise.
For you are cursed and all your viper’s brood!

Lord, be merciful to me,

And in thy grace and pity forgive all my sins,
That I may walk in your house

Now and in eternity. Amen.

It is finished!

May thy life and death supply
Grace to live and grace to die,
Grace to reach the home on high;
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Brighten all our heavenward way
With an even holier ray

Till we pass to perfect day;

Hear us, holy Jesus.



Hear Us, Holy Jesus:

Meditations on the Passion and Death of Christ
(1982)

Music by Douglas E. Wagner (b. 1952)

(A period of silence precedes each hymn.)

Prelude: Kyrie eleison

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, hear us, holy Jesus
[Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.]

Reading: Jesus in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-36)

1. Is It Nothing to You?

Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?

Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me.
My heart cried out to the Lord,

My tears like a river run down day and night, night and day.

Give me yet no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease.

Lamentations 1:12a, 2:18, alt. (K]JV)

Hymn (sung by all)
Text by Thomas B. Pollock (1836-1896)

() | | I |
O e e e — ) e T,
% @ d\-/._ al J\_/‘_- v { -v'

May we in our_ guilt and_ shame  Still thy love and mer - cy__ claim,
Save us in our_ soul’s dis - tress; Be__ our help to cheer and_ bless,
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Call-ing hum-bly on  thy name:
While we grow in  ho - li-ness: Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.

Reading: Peter’s Denial of Jesus (Luke 22:54-63)

2. Lord Jesus, Think on Me

Lord Jesus, think on me,

And purge away my sin.

From earthborn passions set me free,
And make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me,

Nor let me go astray.

Through darkness and perplexity
Point thou the heavenly way.



Lord Jesus, think on me,

That, when this life is past,

I may the eternal brightness see,
And share thy joy at last.

Lord Jesus, think on me

That I may sing above

To Father, Spirit, and to Thee
The strains of praise and love.

Synesius of Cyrene (ca. 375-430)
Translated by A. W. Chatfield (1808-1896)

Hymn (sung by all)
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Sav-ior, for our_ par- don_ sue, When our sins thy pangs re - new,

O may we, who mer- cy__need,

Be___ like thee in heart and_deed,
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For we know not what we do: Hear us. ho - 1 Je sus
Whenwithwrongour spir - itsbleed: ! y '

Reading: Jesus Before Pontius Pilate (John 19:1-6, 12-16)

3. Behold Your King!

Behold your King, behold your mighty King;
For in sorrow and shame he’s derided,

By his own rejected and scoffed at.

Ours the pain and ours the anguish,

For this dread and awful act,

For we have turned away from the Lord,
And forsaken him in need.

We deserve not, Lord, salvation,

We cannot pay the debt,

For Christ our Lord though dejected of us all,
Still loves us yet.

Douglas E. Wagner



Hymn (sung by all)
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Je - sus,whelmed in__ fears un-known, With_ our e -vil left a - lone,
Thoughno Fa - ther seems to_ hear, Though no lightour spir - its__ cheer,
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While no light from heav'n is shown: Hear us. ho - 1 Je sus
May we knowthat God is near: ’ y :

Reading: Jesus on the Way to Calvary (Luke 23:26-30)

4. There’s a Cross for Me

Must Jesus bear the cross alone, The consecrated cross I'll bear

And all the world go free? Till death shall set me free;

No, there’s a cross for everyone, And then go home my crown to wear,
And there’s a cross for me. For there’s a cross for me.

Thomas Shepherd (1665-1739)

Hymn (sung by all)
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May we in thy_ sor - rows share, For_ thy sake all per - il__ dare,
Whenwe seem in__ vain to__ pray, And our hope seems far a - way,
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And en - joy thy ten - der care:
In the dark-ness be  our stay: Hear us, ho -1y Je - sus.

Reading: The Crucifixion of Jesus (Luke 23:33-43)



5. Lord, Remember Me

“Lord, when thy kingdom comes, remember me.”

Thus spake the dying lips to dying ears;
When faith in darkest hour could see
The promised glory of the years!

Hark, through the gloom the dying Savior said,
“Thou too shalt rest in paradise today;”

O words of love to answer words of faith!

O words of hope for those who live and pray.

Lord, when with dying lips my prayer is said,
Grant that in faith thy kingdom I may see;
And thinking on thy bleeding head,

May breathe the words, “Remember me.”

William Dalrymple Maclagan (1826-1910), alt.

Hymn (sung by all)
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Prom -is - ing him par - a-dise:
Cheer our souls with hope  di-vine: Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.

Reading: The Death of Jesus (John 19:25b-30)

6. At the Cross

At the cross, her station keeping,
Stood the mournful mother weeping,
Close to Jesus at the last.

Through her soul of joy bereaved,
Bowed with anguish, deeply grieved,
Now at length the sword has passed.

May his wounds both warm and heal me,
He enkindle, cleanse, anneal me.
Be his cross my hope and stay.

Jesu, may thy cross defend me,
And thy saving death befriend me,
Cherished by thy deathless grace.
In thy paradise a place.

13th century composite, alt.



Hymn (sung by all)
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Reading: Jesus Laid in the Tomb (John 19:38-42)
7. Lord, Print Thine Image on My Heart
Lord, print thine image on my heart;
Great king of love and grace thou art.
Let now the clear inscription be:
Christ is crucified for me.
Thomas Hansen Kingo (1634-1703), alt.
Hymn (sung by all)
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Je -sus, all our_ ran - som paid,
May thy life and_ death sup - ply

All_ thy Fa-ther's will o - beyed;
Graceto live and grace to__ die,
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By thy suf-f'rings per - fectmade:
Grace to reach the home on high:

8. Were You There?

Pyl
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Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

O hear us, holy Jesus, hear us now.

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Amen.

African American Spiritual



The Composers

Carson Cooman (b. 1982) is an American composer with a catalog of hundreds of works in
many forms—from solo instrumental pieces to operas, and from orchestral works to hymn
tunes. He has been Composer in Residence for the Memorial Church at Harvard since
2006. His music has been performed on all six inhabited continents in venues that range
from the stage of Carnegie Hall to the basket of a hot air balloon. Cooman’s music appears
on over forty recordings, including more than twenty complete CDs on the Naxos,
Albany, Artek, Gothic, Divine Art, Métier, Diversions, Convivium, Altarus, MSR
Classics, Raven, and Zimbel labels. Cooman’s primary composition studies were with
Bernard Rands, Judith Weir, Alan Fletcher, and James Willey. As an active concert
organist, Cooman specializes in the performance of contemporary music. Over 300 new
compositions by more than 100 international composers have been written for him, and
his organ performances can be heard on a number of CD recordings and in more than
1,200 recordings available online. Cooman is also a writer on musical subjects, producing
articles and reviews frequently for a number of international publications. He serves as an
active consultant on music business matters to composers and performing organizations,
specializing particularly in the area of composer estates and archives.

Douglas E. Wagner (b. 1952) was born in Chicago, Illinois and educated at Butler
University (BM and MM), where he studied organ with Ernest White. After a 35 year
career as a high school music educator and administrator, he has devoted his activities
exclusively to composition and editorial works. Wagner has published over 3,000 works as
a composer and arranger since 1973, which have collectively sold well more than 15
million copies throughout the world. His work spans many genres, from sacred choral to
secular concert band. Wagner has also worked as a church musician in several
denominations and as an editor of organ, handbell, and choral for the Lorenz Corporation
and Heritage Music Press.



Soprano Alto Tenor Bass

Emily Bishai Elba Alonso Monsalve Jordan Abassi James Baskerville
Olivia Brown Bo Young Choi Ethan Craigo George Baxter
Elizabeth Corbus Erin Dahlstrom William Gardner Adrian Cho

Cara Jacobson Clare Duncan Joseph Goodknight Mateo Lincoln
Alice Newkirk Annaleah Ernst Rahul Kulka Max Masuda-Farkas
Faith Pak Evelynne Fulda Sydney Mukasa Frederick Metzger
Madeleine Snow Silvia Golumbeanu Harrison Phelps Thomas Michaels
Maggie Vo David Hughes Crispin Smith Maxime Rischard
May Wang Stephanie Johnson Andrew Troska Sean Rodan

Eliza Wiant

Theodora Mautz

Micah Walter

Emma Woo

Italics denote members of the Choral Fellows.

For over 175 years the Harvard University Choir has provided a unique opportunity for
student singers to perform choral literature at the highest level, both in concert and during
the services of the Memorial Church. Its program of daily choral services, broadcasts,
tours, commissions, and recordings make it one of the premier college chapel ensembles
in the United States, and each year the choir presents America’s longest-running
Christmas Carol Services to packed congregations. Highlights of recent seasons include
concert performances of J. S. Bach’s St. John Passion and Mass in B minor, C. P. E. Bach’s
Die Israeliten in der Wiiste, Glick’s Orfeo ed Euridice, Handel’s Athalia, Saul, and
Messiah, Mozart’s Requiem and Mass in C minor (in completions by Harvard Professor
Robert Levin), Roxanna Panufnik’s Westminster Mass, Alice Parker’s Melodious Accord,
Stephen Paulus’s The Three Hermits, Benjamin Britten’s St. Nicolas, and the world
premiere of composer-in-residence Carson Cooman’s The Acts of the Apostles.
Committed to the presentation of new music, the choir has premiered works by today’s
most prominent composers, including David Conte, Tarik O’Regan, Alice Parker, Daniel
Pinkham, Craig Phillips, and John Rutter.

Visit memorialchurch.harvard.edu for more information and to download free
recordings.

Edward Elwyn Jones is the Gund University Organist and Choirmaster at Harvard
University, a post he has held since 2003. Mr. Jones directs the music program in the
Memorial Church in the midst of Harvard Yard and leads the 180-year old Harvard
University Choir in its daily choral services, broadcasts, tours, commissions, and
recordings. Mr. Jones is also the Interim Director of Chapel Music at Harvard Divinity
School, Music Director of the Harvard Radcliffe Chorus, the Lowell House Opera (New
England's longest-running opera company), and is a frequent collaborator with Yale’s
Schola Cantorum. As a conductor, he has guested with such organizations as Boston
Modern Orchestra Project, Grand Harmonie, Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Boston,
Boston Camerata, Emmanuel Music (Boston), Longwood Symphony Orchestra, and the
Handel and Haydn Society Orchestra. He has led opera productions with Iceland’s
Reykjavik Summer Opera Festival, New England’s Intermezzo Opera, Lowell House
Opera, and the Harvard Early Music Society. Mr. Jones has worked alongside William
Christie, Christopher Hogwood, Nicholas McGegan, and Gil Rose, and has served as
continuo player and Assistant Conductor to Sir John Eliot Gardiner and the English
Baroque Soloists.

During his time at Harvard, Mr. Jones has overseen the publication of a new
university hymnal, the installation of two new pipe organs in the Memorial Church, and



has commissioned works from some of America’s most prominent contemporary
composers, including Daniel Pinkham, Alice Parker, and David Conte. A native of Wales,
Mr. Jones studied music at Cambridge University, where he was Organ Scholar of
Emmanuel College, and served as conductor of three university orchestras. He received his
Master of Music degree in orchestral conducting from Mannes College of Music in New
York City, where he was the recipient of the Felix Salzer Memorial Award.

Thomas Sheehan is the Associate University Organist and Choirmaster in the Memorial
Church and accompanist and teaching fellow for the Harvard Glee Club. Prior to these
positions, he served on the music staff of Saint Mark’s Church in Philadelphia and Trinity
Episcopal Church in Princeton, New Jersey. Tom is currently studying in the Doctor of
Musical Arts program at Boston University as a student of Peter Sykes. He is a graduate of
the Curtis Institute of Music, where he received diplomas in organ and harpsichord,
studying with Alan Morrison and Leon Schelhase. He received both the Master of Music
and Bachelor of Music degrees from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, as a student
of Ken Cowan. He has also studied improvisation with Matthew Glandorf, Ford
Lallerstedt, and Bruce Neswick.

In 2016 he was named one of The Diapason’s “20 under 30,” a list of rising artists
in the field of organ playing. In 2009 he was awarded first prize in both the Arthur Poister
National Competition in Organ Playing and the AGO/Quimby Regional Competition for
the Mid-Atlantic Region (Region III). In July 2010 Tom was a performer at the National
Convention of the American Guild of Organists in Washington, DC. He has performed as
an organist throughout the United States and in Europe.



Please join our e-mail list by visiting the website
memorialchurch.harvard.edu
where you can also make a contribution to our free concert series.

Upcoming Spring 2017 Music Events in the Memorial Church
Free admission

ORGAN RECITAL ARTS FIRST CONCERT
Wednesday, April 12, 7 pm Saturday, April 29, 7:30 pm
Memorial Church Sanctuary Memorial Church Sanctuary
Thomas M. Sheehan, Associate University Haydn’s oratorio The Creation;
Organist and Choirmaster, Harvard University Choir and
The Memorial Church Grand Harmonie

ORGAN RECITAL

Sunday, April 30, 4 pm

Memorial Church Sanctuary

Mark Dwyer, Organist and Choirmaster,
The Church of the Advent, Boston, MA

EVENSONG

Sunday, May 7, 4 pm

Appleton Chapel

Sung by the Harvard University Choir

ORGAN RECITAL

Tuesday, May 16, 7:30 pm

Memorial Church Sanctuary

Carson P. Cooman, Research Associate in
Music and Composer in Residence,

The Memorial Church
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