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The Passion of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Meditations upon the Seven Words from the Cross
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Order of Worship
Before the service silence is kept. The congregation stands for each hymn.

THE PREPARATION

CALL TO WORSHIP
   from Psalm 22

Minister:	 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
	 Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?
People:	 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer
	 and by night, but find no rest.
Minister:	 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
	 In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted and you delivered them.
People:	 Do not be far from us, 
	 for trouble is near and there is no one to help.
Minister:	 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!
	 O our help, come quickly to our aid!

OPENING	 Professor Stephanie Paulsell, Interim Pusey Minister in the Memorial Church, Susan 		
	 Shallcross Swartz Professor of the Practice of Christian Studies, Harvard Divinity School

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 160, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”� Hamburg

THE SILENCE
THE FIRST WORD 

“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they are doing.”

LESSON	 Luke 23:32–38

ADDRESS	 Lara Glass MDiv ’17, Student Program Fellow in the Memorial Church

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 150, “My Song Is Love Unknown”� Love Unknown

THE SILENCE

THE SECOND WORD 
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.”

LESSON	 Luke 23:39–43

ADDRESS	 Professor Stephanie Paulsell, Interim Pusey Minister in the Memorial Church, Susan 		
	 Shallcross Swartz Professor of the Practice of Christian Studies, Harvard Divinity School

PRAYER



HYMN	 No 154, “Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow”� Cross of Jesus

THE SILENCE

THE THIRD WORD 
“Woman, here is your son…Here is your mother.”

LESSON	 John 19:23–27

ADDRESS	 Sally Hammel MDiv II, Harvard Divinity School

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 158, “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?”� Were You There

THE SILENCE

THE FOURTH WORD 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

LESSON	 Matthew 27:45–49

ADDRESS	 KMarie Tejeda MDiv III, Harvard Divinity School

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 163, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”� Herzlich tut mich verlangen

THE SILENCE

THE FIFTH WORD 
“I am thirsty.”

LESSON	 John 19:28–29

ADDRESS	 Grace Killian MDiv III, Harvard Divinity School

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 155, “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”� Olivet

THE SILENCE

THE SIXTH WORD 
“It is finished.”

LESSON	 John 19:30

ADDRESS	 The Reverend Westley P. Conn, Ministry Fellow in the Memorial Church

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 159, “There Is a Green Hill Far Away”� Horsley

THE SILENCE



THE SEVENTH WORD 
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”

LESSON	 Luke 23:46–49

ADDRESS	 The Reverend Alanna C. Sullivan, Associate Minister in the Memorial Church

PRAYER

HYMN	 No. 308, “Nearer, My God, to Thee”� Bethany

THE SILENCE

THE CONCLUSION

THE SOLEMN COLLECTS 
	 Professor Emmanuel K. Akyeampong, Minister of Formation and Worship in the 		
	 Memorial Church, Ellen Gurney Professor of History and Professor of African and 			
	 African American Studies, Oppenheimer Faculty Director of the Harvard University 		
	 Center for African Studies

THE LORD’S PRAYER
In unison:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

HYMN	 No. 151, “Go to Dark Gethsemane”� Petra

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE
		  Professor Emmanuel K. Akyeampong, Minister of Formation and Worship in the 		
		  Memorial Church, Ellen Gurney Professor of History and Professor of African and 			
		  African American Studies, Oppenheimer Faculty Director of the Harvard University 		
		  Center for African Studies
Holy Christ, by your life you have shown us the paths of grace, mercy, and peace. On this day when we 
stand at the foot of your cross, heartbroken, haunted by the reality that death brings fear, aloneness, 
abandonment, give your Church peace and concord. Stir up in us a courageous love for this your world, and 
deepen our vocation as your followers to take up our cross each day, giving our life in love for this world 
you love so very much. Bring us face to face with you, Lord Jesus, and may we walk with abandon toward 
new life. For with our Creator and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, this day and forevermore.  Amen.

THE SILENCE
The service concludes with silence.

 
The music for this service is provided by Edward E. Jones, Gund University Organist and Choirmaster. 

 
For more information on upcoming services and events, please visit our website at memorialchurch.harvard.edu. You 

can also find us on Facebook (facebook.com/harvardmemorialchurch)and Twitter (twitter.com/memchurch).
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When	I	Survey	the	Wondrous	Cross

HAMBURG    LM
Lowell Mason, 1824
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My	Song	Is	Love	Unknown
LOVE UNKNOWN    66 66 44 44

John Ireland, 1918
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William J. Sparrow-Simpson, 1887 CROSS OF JESUS    87 87
John Stainer, 1887

Cross	of	Jesus,	Cross	of	Sorrow
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African American WERE YOU THERE    IRREGULAR

African American melody
harm. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987

Were	You	There	When	They	Crucified	My	Lord?
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There	Is	a	Green	Hill	Far	Away
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Salve caput cruentatum
Latin, 13th cent.?
trans. Paul Gerhardt, 1656
trans. James W. Alexander, 1830

HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN    76 76 D
Hans Leo Hassler, 1601

harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1729
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625 My	Faith	Looks	up	to	Thee

OLIVET    664 6664
Lowell Mason, 1830
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There	Is	a	Green	Hill	Far	Away
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Nearer,	My	God,	to	Thee
BETHANY    64 64 6 with Refrain

Lowell Mason, 1856
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